
Innovation has a name

reading signs. setting signs.
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Welcome
to ddm hopt+schuler

designers. developers. manufacturers.

Technologies and markets change faster within the electronics

industry than in any other industry. To survive here, a Company

must be capable of reading the right signs – and setting the

right signs. With our globally successful reader/writer devices,

ticket dispensers and miniaturised switches, we have been

doing just this for more than 35 years. During this time, we

have  developed a comprehensive product portfolio that

makes us a significant global player.

ddm hopt+schuler stands for "design", "development" and

"manufacturing". This complete package – from the individual

product design via technical development and manufacturing

thus a ’complete’ service which is appreciated by our customers

around the world.

See for yourself. Get to know our company, its products, servi-

ces and people on the following pages, which we invite you to

read.

yours,

Karl-Rudolf Hopt // Jürgen Hopt
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Service and Product range
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The best of both worlds
ddm hopt & schuler’s strengths lie in the interface between electronics and mechanics,

and always reaches the limits of what is technically possible.



Ever smaller, ever more powerful: electronic components and

devices with mechanical operating functions currently form

user interfaces in a variety of systems. 

ddm hopt+schuler has influenced this development for more

than 35 years, long before the definition of "mechatronics"

brought the connection between both worlds into the public

areana. Unspectacular, reliable and always innovative – that

is how our products perform. 

– Card reader units

ddm hopt+schuler brands are known for their high 

security, long life and functionality: from simple 

acceptor units to motor-operated reader/writers for 

chip, magnet or hybrid cards. 

– Switch elements

With market leading quality Hopt & Schuler has an 

extensive and varied range of switches – from highly 

miniaturised rotary, push button, detent and slide, 

encoders and key switches. 

– Ticket Dispenser

Ideally suited for demanding applications, our 

dispenser units are extremenly fast, with low wear 

and most importantly, maintenance-friendly.

Service and Product range
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Innovat ion  &  Deve lopment
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Custom-made or ‘off-the-peg’ 
Our products are as specific as your requirements. 

At ddm Hopt & Schuler we work with our customers to develop solutions to exactly meet

your requirements.



As a long-term development partner of many industry leaders,

ddm hopt+schuler supplies it’s customers with individual and

innovative solutions. At the same time, ensuring that they

savetime, and money from the start of the solution finding

process.

The most economic way to your goal

Adaptability is the key. Many of our products have been desi-

gned so that with just a few specific modifications they can

quickly meet your requirements. For example, our 427 rotary

encoder; starting with the existing standard module, you defi-

ne the rotational axis and the required torque. As the axis can

also be retrofitted manually, this can be adapted as required,

the result a ‘custom-made’ unit. 

Solutions at the wave of a hand

Modern technology such as ’Rapid Prototyping’ ensure that

Hopt & Schuler is able to test and implement design changes

within a matter of days. Every customer request for a design

modification is similarly tested and checked with the same

care as a completely new development. In turn, every new

development will form the basis of further product options

within the Hopt & Schuler portfolio. 

Innovat ion  &  Deve lopment
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Produc t ion  &  Qua l i t y
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Perfection is our benchmark
ddm hopt+schuler stands for absolute reliability. 

From one-off components to mass-produced millions. 



Produc t ion  &  Qua l i t y
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Like our customers, we successfully manage an array of

varying production demands to meet our daily manufacturing

targets. One of these targets is to have zero quality errors – a

mindset at Hopt & Schuler.

Efficient production

Our high level of production flexibility is due to a superb

combination of human ‘know-how’ and automation. All

manufacturing and testing processes are under the control of

specific individuals and work-groups. This enables rapid and

efficient production runs of all sizes, from prototypes, to small

batches, to large volume production.

Effective quality control

Every product which leaves our factory is subject to stringent

final inspection. Our certified quality management and

production processes conform to, or exceed, the

requirements of DIN EN ISO 9001:2000.  



Techno logy  & Env i ronment
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With full power to new paths
Implementing new technologies and work practises are a way of life. This means it’s

not just our customers who benefit.



For some companies, technological development is just one of

many strategies, but for ddm Hopt & Schuler it’s an addiction

that allows us to stay one step ahead of the competition.

Ideas are the best raw materials

Ground breaking developments are not created in a vacuum.

It is often the free flow of ideas and information from our

employees and customers which lead us to look for new solu-

tions or to modify our processes.  Indeed, even the heating

and cooling system for our factory uses an environmentally

friendly heat-exchanger buried in the ground beneath the

building.

An advantage that you can see

Increasingly, functional diversity and continuing miniaturisation

are the main challenges in development of readers and

switches. We respond to these challenges with solutions that

combine technical and visual elegance. Using new technolo-

gies with modern, functional designs – an unmistakable

signature of ddm Hopt & Schuler.

Techno logy  & Env i ronment
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Peop le  &  Cu l tu re
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Success is a state of mind
Openness and creative curiosity are basic principles at ddm Hopt & Schuler. These

are put into practise with a healthy team spirit and committed thoroughness.



At first glance, nothing really indicates that there is an interna-

tionally successful electronics specialist located in the former

independent city of Rottweil, situated just to the edge of the

Black Forest. However, the basis of reliable electronics is and

remains, precision engineering which, through it’s origins of

clock and watch making has been a long standing tradition in

this Swabian region of Germany. The supplier environment is

perfect, from tool making, electroplating, electromechanical

components, to mechatronics. Here at Hopt & Schuler we are

able to work with truly skilled suppliers with the right attitudes

that enable us to succeed. 

We don’t do things by halves

The Swabian region is known for it’s creativity and lateral

thinking, coupled with a hard working and industrious attitude.

We don’t see a problem solved until we have found the best

solution for it – and that is precisely our philisophy at Hopt &

Schuler.

Lively Company Culture

Thoroughness, creativity and team spirit; so that this potential

can be fully explored within people’s minds, here at Hopt &

Schuler we have created a culture of openness and reciprocal

responsibility. Flat hierarchies, flexible team structures and

clear target agreements allow every employee to optimise their

tasks and visibly contribute to the success of the Company.

Peop le  &  Cu l tu re
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ªWe are a family-owned Company that is

managed by its owners who have full financial

and operating responsibility. The maintenance

and further development of the Company and

its people is at the centre of all considerations.

The management know that it has to perform

in an exemplary manner.º

From the Company Principles of ddm Hopt & Schuler.

>



Exper ience & Competence 
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Continuity in change
More than three decades at the cutting edge of development has given us a unique store

of knowledge and with this has come the trust of numerous customers around the world.



When ddm Hopt & Schuler began production of reader units

and scanner units for paper punched cards in 1971, the infor-

mation technology revolution had just begun. We played a

leading role in many subsequent developments – and could

therefore win major customers right from the start. 

Reading the signs – setting the signs

The path led from inductive and optical systems to reader/wri-

ter units in 1979 for the newly developed magnetic cards.

Magnetic ticket dispensers came in 1983 followed by the first

chip card acceptor units for the C-network in 1987. Just one

year later, one of the first hybrid card readers originated in

Rottweil, followed by many new models right up to the current

day. 

In parallel, the first switch elements were created in 1974,

based on the read contacts for punched card technology. An

innovative breakthrough occurred in 1978 with the develop-

ment of a binary code switch. Key switches for safety applicati-

ons were added in the Eighties and the age of the digital

switch came into being at ddm Hopt & Schuler in 1996.

In 1997 the Company founder, Rudolf Hopt, passed the

Company on to the current management, Karl-Rudolf and

Jurgen Hopt. They are continuing the successful tradition of

ddm Hopt & Schuler to read the signs of the times and to

continue to visibly set their signs with strong innovative design. 

Exper ience & Competence 
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